
Step One: 

-Get into groups of 4 or 5 (your hour only) 

-Collectively choose a social issue which you are interested in learning more about 

-Begin researching the issue in terms of who it affects, what the causes are, and how people can  

  help solve the problem.   

-Research at least 4 various local and national organizations that work to combat this social issue.   

-Choose one of these programs to give your time to in order to see first-hand the effects of your  

 chosen social issue as well as the positive changes that are happening.   

-Compile all of your findings and your experiences into a digital presentation for your class.  

 

Special Note: Your chosen social issue should be one that is a relevant problem, one that is not overdone 

and that has the potential for change.  You are to do more than simply call attention to the problem; you 

must research the ways in which you and other members of your generation can start to solve the problem 

(and not just by donating money).  Remember…your project must present to your audience how you 

think you could BETTER OUR SOCIETY in a realistic way. 

 

Step Two:  

-Select an anchor text, that is a piece of literature (novel, story, article, quotation, song) that will  

 serve as an inspiration to the group as well as an introduction to your peers of your big idea. 

-Find at least five (though I recommend more) linking texts—literature, informational text,  

 media, music—that will appear throughout your presentation as background music, pictures,  

 quotations, a poem that you read, transitions…be creative.  

-Include a works cited in MLA format that will provide citations for ALL of these sources (so  

 keep a good record in the early days of research). 

 

Step Three: 

-Contact local organizations to inquire about volunteer efforts.   

-Introduce yourself and the scope of the project and indicate that you need to complete at least  

  one session of volunteer time with your group.  

-Let them know that you must also be able to document your time at their facility, either through 

 video or pictures.  If they do not allow that, then you can’t volunteer there.   

-Arrive promptly, provide the director with my letter of introduction, introduce yourselves, be  

 polite, follow instructions, ask relevant questions.  

-Dress appropriately for the job that you will be doing (if allowed, wear SHHS gear). 

  

Step Four:  

-Develop your project into a “digital story.”    

-Include an introduction to the problem, with cited statistics and relevant background information 

-Introduce the various organizations you’ve researched that are helping improve your selected 

  issue. 

-Include necessary information (including mission statements, scope of assistance, contact  

 information, volunteer information), pictures, and videos of your researched organizations, of  

 your volunteer efforts, of your linking texts into a finished video that will serve to inform and  

 inspire your audience. 

  



Step Five:  

-Individually (i.e. one per student), use the information gathered by the group to write an  

 informational essay detailing the problem, its causes, the implications if it’s not remedied, and  

 possible solutions to the problem.   

-Use the district writing task booklets as a guide.   

-The research will be the same among your group mates, but the essay MUST BE YOUR OWN  

 WORK.  

-Include a works cited page for this essay, so make sure that you are keeping accurate track of  

 your sources.  More information on this section will be forthcoming. 

 

 

 

Additional Requirements: 

Keep in mind the definition of two important concepts, social action and philanthropy:  

Social Action: Individual or group behavior that involves interaction with 

groups organized toward social reform (change) 

Philanthropy: Altruistic (selfless) concern for human welfare and 

 advancement 
These two concepts should guide you on your journey of becoming a more aware and involved citizen.  

Focus your energy on taking social action through a philanthropic endeavor.  As you work on this project, 

you and your group members must consider seven essential questions related to these ideas.  Each of you 

must answer at least one question; the remaining questions can be answered by group members, friends, 

family, teachers, or people with whom you volunteer.  Take your time to answer these questions 

thoughtfully, and use your experiences of learning about and working with your selected social issue to 

help you formulate your responses. 

  
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

• What responsibilities do I have to society? 

• How can I effectively articulate my opinions and perspectives to my peers and adults? 

• What leadership qualities have I developed? 

• What qualities define a good world citizen? 

• How can I create the world I want to live in? 

• How can I use my talents to create new opportunities for myself and others? 

• How can I make an important contribution to the world? 

 

 

Potential Topics for Consideration: 

Addiction * Corporate Responsibility * Animal Welfare * Local, National, Global Disaster Relief * 

Education * Senior Citizens Care * Environmental Issues * Locavore Movement * LGBTQ Issues * 

Homelessness * Health Issues * Hunger * General Human Rights * Immigrant/Refugee Welfare * 

Poverty * Domestic Abuse * Literacy * Teen Issues * Mental Health 

 

This is a broad list of ideas to get you started; you may choose something else, but be specific. 


